In the title hydrate, C 19 H 14 N 4 OÁH 2 O, the dihedral angle between the two pyridine rings is 38.0 (2) . The dihedral angle between the imidazole and benzene rings is 25.3 (2) . The crystal structure is stabilized by intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO, O-HÁ Á ÁN and N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds.
Related literature
For early studies of lophine (2,4,5-triphenylimidazole), see: Radziszewsky (1877). For further synthetic details, see: Nakashima et al. (1995) ; Kuroda et al. (1993) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 2-(4-Hydroxyphenyl)-4,5-di(2-pyridyl)imidazole was synthesized by the methods similar to those previously reported (Nakashima et al., 1995; Kuroda et al., 1993) . Recently, we have synthesized an analogic structure of imidazole derivative, namely, the title compound, 2-(4-hydroxyphenyl)-4,5-di(2-pyridyl)imidazole. We present its crystal structure here. Table 1 ).
The title compound was prepared by the reaction of 2, 2'-pyridyl (1.0 mmol), 4-hydroxybenzaldehyde (1.0 mmol) and ammonium acetate (10 mmol) in 8 ml acetic acid refluxed for 6 h. After cooling to room temperature, the mixture was poured into water, the precipitate was filtered off and dried to give the target compound in 20% yield. Colourless prisms of the title compound were grown by slow evaporation of a solution in mathanol.
Refinement
H2A, H2B, and H2C atoms were located in a difference Fourier map, with N-H, O-H and H···H distances restrained to 0.90 (1), 0.85 (1), and 1.45 (2) Å, respectively. The remaining H atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H = 0.93 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids for the non-hydrogen atoms.
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